Background: Patients with heart failure (HF) and long-standing atrial fibrillation (AF) who undergo atrioventricular node ablation with biventricular pacing (AVN+BiV) generally do not receive atrial leads (A-leads) since the atrium is refractory to pacing during AF. We have noted spontaneous conversion to sinus rhythm (SR) following AVN+BiV in a number of such patients and have therefore been implanting A-leads in some. We examined the rates of conversion to and maintenance of SR in such patients with particular reference to the presence of an A-lead.
